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Background
• June 1989

– Original PEIS Lawsuit filed: NRDC v. Watkins

• October 1990
– Original Settlement for 2 PEISs:

• DOE nuclear weapons complex future configuration

• DOE Environmental Restoration/Waste Management (ER/WM) Program

• 1995
– DOE changes scope/focus to Waste Management PEIS

• 1997
– Lawsuit filed on adequacy of PEISs

• December 7, 1998
– Trial scheduled to begin

• December 14, 1998
– Settlement agreement signed by Federal Judge Stanley Sporkin
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Major Terms of the Settlement

• DOE will develop a central internet database
with information on waste, facilities, and contaminated
media.

• DOE will perform a study on long-term stewardship.

• DOE will provide funding for independent technical
and scientific reviews.
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Funding for Citizen Monitoring
and Technical Assessment

• $6.25 million fund for eligible organizations
to procure technical expertise and review EM
activities.

• Any non-profit, non-governmental group, or
tribal organization group is eligible.

• An “Administering Organization” will review
and select proposals and administer fund.

• RESOLVE, Inc. has been selected
as the administering organization.
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Study on Long-Term Stewardship

• DOE will prepare a study on its long-term stewardship activities,
including:
– Physical controls, institutions, information, and other

mechanisms needed to ensure the protection of people and the
environment at sites where DOE has completed or plans to
complete “cleanup.”

• DOE will discuss, as appropriate, alternative approaches to
stewardship and the environmental consequences associated with
these alternatives.

• Scoping period, beginning with publication of “Notice of Intent”
– Expected Summer or early Fall 1999.

• Not expected to involve analysis of site-specific alternatives.
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Database Specifications

• Develop a central internet database
with information on waste, facilities, and contaminated media
from the DOE Offices of Environmental Management (EM),
Defense Programs (DP), Science (SC), and Nuclear Energy
(NE).

• Include data that are presently or planned to be available
and collected by DOE on a national level.

• Exclude classified, controlled or proprietary data.
• Develop a web-based tool that will…

– generate standard reports,
– perform searches and queries, and
– provide links to other DOE site specific databases.

The Settlement Agreement specifies that DOE will...
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• Distribute hardcopy reports to users without internet
access.

• Update the database annually
or as often as key databases are updated.

• Conduct at least two stakeholder forums
to review database development activities.

• Maintain the database for at least five years
following the second stakeholder forum.

Database Specifications (continued)
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Data Specifications

• Contaminated media, contaminated facilities, and waste
controlled by the EM, DP, SC, and NE programs.

• DOE-managed spent nuclear fuel.
• Sites governed by section 151(b) of the NWPA.
• Sites managed by DOE as part of the FUSRAP program.
• Information from published DOE reports:

– Annual Report of Waste Generation and Pollution Prevention,
– Annual Toxic Chemical Release Inventory, and
– Taking Stock: Opportunities and Challenges Posed by Inventories

from the Cold War.

The Settlement Agreement specifies that the database will contain
information in the following categories* ...

*Summary only.  Please see PEIS Settlement Agreement for specific categories.
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Data Specifications (continued)

• Location of site/radioactive material,
• Volume or mass of radioactive material,
• Chemical constituents,
• Radioactivity of materials,
• Generator of waste or contaminated media, and
• Waste disposition plans and waste transfers.

For each of the previously mentioned categories , the Settlement
Agreement specifies that the database will contain the following
types of information ...
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Related Data Projects

• Integrated Database (IDB)

• Linking Legacies

• Baseline Environmental Management Report (BEMR)

• 10-year plan/Accelerating Cleanup:
Paths to Closure
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DOE Central Internet Database
Objectives

1. Establish an operational database by January 2000.

2. Integrate data from existing DOE systems and

databases.

3. Provide links to other DOE and external information

sources.

4. Allow for stakeholder involvement beyond forums.

5. Implement database through industry “best practices”.

6. Develop system architecture that supports
    24 hour/7 day a week access to database.
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June 1999 Forum Objectives

• Discuss the status of database development
review the data that will be contained in the database
and discuss internet linkages.

• Engage in constructive dialogue with potential users
about the capabilities of the database
including its design and report-producing capabilities.

• Discuss ongoing opportunities
for continued stakeholder involvement in the project.


